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Patent Drawings Quick Guide

EU

https://new.epo.org/en/legal/guidelines-epc/
2023/a_ix.html

Black line drawing: the thickness of
lines and strokes must allow for
reduction in size to two-thirds when
reproduced.

Black and white photographs may be
submitted when they are the only
medium to illustrate the invention
(e.g. chemical or cell structures).
They must be clear and capable of
reproduction.

Colour drawings and photographs
may be used in rare occasions and
on petition.

White

DIN A4 (21 x 29.7 cm)
Drawings on one side only

Top: 2.5, Left: 2.5, Right: 1.5, Bottom: 1
Do not draw frame, leave margin empty

17 x 26.2 cm

Centred at top, but not inside top margin

0.32 cm (capital letters)

UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/patent-fact-sheets

Black line drawing: the thickness of
lines and strokes must allow for
clear reproduction.

Black and white photographs may be

submitted and must be clear and
capable of direct reproduction.

White
DIN A4 (21 x 29.7 cm)
Drawings on one side only

Top: 2, Left: 2, Right: 1.5, Bottom: 1
Do not draw frame, leave margin empty

17.5%26.7 cm

Centred at top, but not inside top margin

0.30 cm (capital letters)

USA

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/
apply/utility-patent

Black line drawing: the thickness of
lines and strokes must allow for
reduction in size to two-thirds when
reproduced.

Black and white photographs may be
submitted when they are the only
medium to illustrate the invention
(e.g. chemical or cell structures).
They must be clear and capable of
reproduction.

Colour drawings and photographs
may be used in rare occasions and
on petition.
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